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Don’t forget our 25th Anniversary Specials!

CHARTER SPECIAL
25 Years of Yachting Excellence

It’s Our 25th Anniversary, and We have a Present for You!
Announcing Our 3-Year Anniversary Celebration!

January 1, 2008-December 31, 2010*
Our Gift to You:

Winter (12/15-4/30): 1 Free Day with a 3-Day or longer Charter!
Summer (5/1-12/14): 2 Free Days with a 3-Day or longer Charter!

*Charter must begin on or after 1/1/2008 and end on or before 12/31/2010.

SCHOOL SPECIAL
January 1, 2008-December 31, 2010

Our Gift to You:
Sail and Power Students Who Graduate From Our School

Between January 1, 2008 and December 31, 2010
Will Receive a Free Nautical Gift by Weems & Plath.*

* Some restrictions apply.
Class must begin on or after 1/1/2008 and end on or before 12/31/2010.

The weather is beautiful! Wish you were here! Fall is a great time to cruise
in Southwest Florida. Come on down for a long weekend or a week-long sail
or power charter or class. And don’t forget to reserve your winter or spring
cruising dates soon! Call 800-262-7939 or Email us at info@swfyachts.com.



BERTH ANNOUNCEMENTS!

New to Our Fleet –“HEATHER MICHELLE”
American Tug 34

“Heather Michelle” is named in memory of the owners’ beloved daughter and a reminder to take time to
enjoy life. They couldn’t be more pleased than to have you take this beautiful vessel on an enjoyable
cruise. This popular pilothouse styling is perfect for a couple or family group to cruise in any kind of
weather. Rain or shine you will live life to the fullest aboard “Heather Michelle” as you cruise through
the beautiful barrier islands of Southwest Florida!

Berth Date: August 28, 2008
Type of Vessel: American Tug Pilothouse Trawler
Weight at Berth: 20,000 lbs.
Length at Berth: 34 feet

Equipment includes:
Single Cummins 6 cyl. Diesel, bow thruster, generator, inverter,
Electric stove with oven, refrigerator/ freezer, color flat panel TV, DVD player, stereo with CD player,
GPS with color chart plotter, radar, autopilot, inflatable with outboard and a whole lot more!
Charter Rates Per Week: Winter $2989 Summer $2393

New to Our Fleet –“SEA SHELL II”
Albin 28 Tournament Express

Berth Date: September 10, 2008
Type of Vessel: Albin Tournament Express Cruiser
Weight at Berth: 7,500 lbs.
Length at Berth: 28 feet

Equipment includes:
Single Yanmar diesel, trim tabs, Norcold refrigerator, microwave
oven, air conditioning, enclosed head with shower, GPS, radar,
stereo, rod holder, live bait well and more!

This “Downeast” style vessel is perfect for a day on the water, a fishing trip or a long weekend cruise!
Charter Rate: First Day: Winter $395 Each additional day: $300

Summer $315 $250

Coming to Our Fleet this Winter . . .

. . . a 2008 Mainship 40 Expedition and a 2006 Silverton 43 Motor Yacht!
Watch for details!



From a Dream to Reality
by Reid and Diane Lyon

Little did I know when my wife, Diane, and I signed up with Southwest Florida Yachts in
Fort Myers, Florida in 2007 to learn how to become fairly proficient (meaning we have an
awful lot to learn) in handling a trawler, that we would own a beautiful Tug/Trawler a year
later.

I grew up on the water in the Northern Neck of Virginia which is right between the Potomac
River to the north and the Rappahannock River to the south and spent my early days on crab boats and later on
sailboats. But even as a kid, I had a love for tugboats and trawlers but it wasn’t until I got in touch with Vic
and Barb Hansen at SWF Yachts that I realized a dream of having my own could come true.

When I initially contacted them, they talked to me about taking two of their trawler courses through their
educational division, Florida Sailing & Cruising School. The courses would train us in basic powerboat
handling and inland powerboat cruising before we ever thought about ownership. Thankfully we took those
courses under the wise and experienced wing of Captain Chris Day who had the patience of a saint – particularly
when it came to docking a Grand Banks 36. These courses also taught us that we were very comfortable with
trawlers and spending a good deal of time on one that was ours.

We started looking in every cruising and boat related source that we could find that had any information about
trawlers including ownership, plusses and minuses, prices (which definitely a minus in many cases),
maintenance, etc. Frankly, the process began to overwhelm us given that everybody had the best boat for the
bargain of a century and it was hard to trust the process. So, we decided to call Barb and Vic and ask them to
help us out. From our first interactions with them during our trawler courses we knew we could trust their
experience and judgment and asked if they would help us locate the boat we wanted. They said they would and a
very non-stressful and highly educational process began. We learned the facts about the “deals of the century”,
the hidden costs in trawler ownership, which boats were very high maintenance, and all of the details that ensure
that whatever you buy would meet your expectations.

Given the criteria that Barb and Vic recommended we located a boat with potential and Vic drove a couple of
hours to inspect it. His report was clear, honest, and without any hype and, on the basis of the details he provided
and the expert brokerage service they provided, we are now the owners of a beautiful 2004 American Tug Pilot-
House Tug/Trawler – the Heather Michelle. In addition, Barb arranged for Captain Charles Ryan, a retired
Navy Captain, to teach me all of the systems on Heather Michelle and how to handle her in situations where she
and I would find ourselves. If you ever have a chance to be a student of Captain Charlie, don’t hesitate at all.

But the story does not end here. Diane and I live in Texas and thus would not be able to use Heather Michelle as
much as we wanted. We also wanted her to stay in Florida for a bit as we were interested in exploring Florida
waters and beyond. So we talked with Barb and Vic about the benefits of having them charter our boat which
would keep her active, maintained, and crewed only by those who were deemed proficient in boat handling,
navigation, and so on by a SWFY Captain. In addition, our chartering arrangement has the potential of
earning a bit of money that could go a long way toward the attention that Heather Michelle will need every year.

So there it is. By working with Barb and Vic and the great people at SWFY, we
learned how pilot a trawler, we learned what you should look for in buying the boat
of your dreams, we received outstanding and trustworthy representation in
“closing the deal”, and we learned how our Heather Michelle can be cared for as she
does her work in Florida through the owner chartering program.

It’s probably obvious – we are very happy with Southwest Florida Yachts.


