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SFY’s Summer Stimulus Charter Program!
May 1-October 31, 2009

A 2-Day Minimum Charter Rate! (Regular minimum is 3 days.)

PLUS – Receive 1 FREE day with a 2-day minimum charter rate!!
Need a “Bail Out” for a weekend on the water? This is your chance!

Now you can cruise and save at the same time!

Call and reserve your 2-day or longer “bail out” break today!

Cruise Florida this Summer!
The beautiful barrier islands of Southwest Florida
await you! Take advantage of our Specials and
plan to take a charter or a boating class soon!

Florida Sailing & Cruising School’s
2-Day “Boating Stimulus” Course!

Introduction to Boating -$795 per person
Take a 2-day liveaboard course on our Albin 28
Express Cruiser. Learn boating basics while living
aboard for 2 days and 2 nights! Call for details!



We Hope to Welcome You Soon to One of Our Charter Bases!
Our Power Yacht Fleet at Marinatown Marina, North Fort Myers

The SFY Main Office Our Trawler & Motor Yacht Fleet

Coconuts Restaurant is located in front of our Marinatown docks!

Our Sailing Fleet at Burnt Store Marina in Punta Gorda

The SFY Sailing Fleet The Pool at Burnt Store The Marina Deli



FINALLY
By John J. Kelly II

Sailing School Graduate

Finally I got to see a Manatee, a dolphin and a sting ray from the stern of a sailboat.

Finally after 37 years in my industry, I retired and was able to pursue my dream.

Finally I had a few pennies that I could use to certify in Bareboat chartering.

The good folks at Southwest Florida Yachts in North Fort Myers offered ASA classes. I was able to spend

a week on a 32’ Island Packet in Charlotte Harbor. The Burnt Store Marina where the slip was located

was a lovely place to be. The pool, air conditioned bathroom, laundry, coffee shop and restaurant allowed

me to finally wind down and apply myself to the three classes and tests.

I have been sailing since I was a young fellow with my father on a small day boat in the back bay of the

Rockaways in New York. I was a midshipman for a year at SUNY Maritime at Fort Schuyler in the Bronx,

and sailed Shields on their team. I also sailed the intercollegiate class in Merrimack College in

Massachusetts. As time went on I rented in Port Washington, Hawaii, Fuji, and wherever I could find a

small boat for the day. I dreamed of going to Drakes Channel and renting a Bareboat with some old

buddies. Now it was time to start that process. The Boss, Barbara Hansen and her assistant Jan at

SWFY scheduled Captain Bill Rigby and off we went.

My sailing skills were a bit rusty, but 30 years of boat handling paid off. The books and the tests were

another matter. I used the nights to study hard as the tests were serious. The boat was air conditioned

and extremely comfortable. Lucky for me Capt. Bill was a retired Professor and Dean from the Upper

Penninsula in Michigan. He is as professional as one could be. Capt. Bill knew his stuff, boats as well as

books. He has a gentle yet direct way of teaching, and his kindness for an old salt was much appreciated.

We started the first day with a shake down sail on the beautiful Charlotte Harbor just North of Fort Meyers.

It is a perfect place to sail, with deep enough water, a wide and long area to sail and enough places to go.

The weather was perfect, sunny skies and good wind. I was happy that I was not dodging commercial

traffic like I have to do in New York Harbor. This allowed me to relax and just enjoy the sail. We went out

every day and practiced one thing or another and I did reasonably well with the boat handling, but I was

tickled pink to be sailing.



As an Irish guy I turn pink not tan and with the proper sun block everything worked out well. Our night on

the hook was relaxing, albeit a bit warm, but it was well worth it for the conversation I was able to have

with Capt. Bill. I enjoy learning, and Bill was friendly and knowledgeable. The cool breezes, calm waters

and blue skies tickled my heart. I have been reading Cruising World as an avid subscriber for decades.

Looking at the photos and reading the articles has always transported me to another place. Now I had the

chance to be part of the sailing community. My dreams had come true and I was enjoying the adventure.

Finally after one week I passed the tests with good marks, illustrated my suitable proficiency in boat

handling and was now duly and truly prepared to arrange a sailing vacation.

Finally, one dream was fulfilled.

Now is the time to start dreaming of researching sailing grounds, charter companies, and weather

windows and go sailing. It’s OK to dream, and it’s Ok to follow your dreams. After all those years where I

read the magazine and dreamed of going where others have gone, finally now I can chase my dreams.

Thanks Southwest Florida Yachts and Captain Bill.

Our 25th Anniversary Specials!

CHARTER SPECIAL
January 1, 2008-December 31, 2010*

Vic & Barb in 1984! Winter (12/15-4/30):
1 Free Day with a 3-Day or longer Charter!

Summer (5/1-12/14):
2 Free Days with a 3-Day or longer Charter!

*Charter must begin on or after 1/1/2008 and end on or before 12/31/2010.

SCHOOL SPECIAL
January 1, 2008-December 31, 2010*

Sail and Power Students Who Graduate From Our School
Between January 1, 2008 and December 31, 2010

Will Receive a Free Nautical Gift by Weems & Plath.*
* Some restrictions apply. Class must begin on or after 1/1/2008 and end on or before 12/31/2010.



To Have and To Hold
By Barb Hansen

Becoming a boater is a lot like taking a spouse.

Like the vows spoken to our beloved, we each made unspoken promises to our new boat to have and
to hold, from this day forward, in sickness and in health, and perform routine maintenance.

On our honeymoon cruise we poured a little champagne on the bow and drank the rest. Giddy we
were on the maiden voyage, picturing the two of us cruising forever, lifelong partners. We
understood, of course, that this marriage, like any, would require regular maintenance and time.
Actually, we looked forward to it.

As with all relationships, the true test came after the honeymoon. We often hear people say, "We
used to spend more time on the boat when we first got it.” Responsible reasons are offered up.
Children were born. They required more of your time. The job was increasingly demanding.

Strolling around Marinatown Marina recently, on another beautiful Florida day, I realized I didn't
see many familiar boating faces. Boats rested comfortably in their slips, but they seemed lonely to
me.

Has the economic mess persuaded boaters not to spend as much time on their boats as they used to?
Is the 24-hour/7-day negativity about jobs, homes and stocks keeping boaters from doing the thing
they love the most? I fear this.

It seems to me that now is the time for boaters to be with their boats. Boats float and they move
gently in their slips, but they are our rock-solid safe havens from the cares of the world.

I think it's time for many boaters to work on restoring their boating relationships. One way to do
this is to spend time with their boat and give it some tender loving care. Like a marriage, sometimes
the longer you have the boat the more it requires.

It's comforting to you and, I imagine, also comforting to the boat if you have boat care people who
perform regular maintenance and upkeep. (This is one of the grand benefits of putting your boat into
charter, by the way.) But, you know, you can do it yourself and enjoy the rewards that come to do-it-
yourselfers.

You know the drill. Tend to the engine, changing the oil, oil filters, fuel filter, impellers, etc. as
necessary. Grease the fittings. Top off the fuel tank. Start and run the dinghy motor. Check the
electrical system and all the electronics. Do the batteries still hold their charge? Is the marine radio
still sending and receiving? Squirt some corrosion-proof lube on the connections. Scrub, hose, dry,
oil, wax. Cover parts of the boat that get the full blast of sun.

When we bought our boats we didn't recite "until death do us part" but there was an implied
commitment to make the relationship work. If we're no longer able to make that commitment, then
maybe a trial separation is in order. Just remember, it isn't the boat's fault.

But my advice is, do the routine maintenance. Hold on to what you have.

After this labor of love you'll feel better and your boat will look terrific. Invite some friends to join you for an
afternoon cruise. Tell them how much you love your boat. Oh, and tell your spouse, too.



May’s Cruising Memories
SFY Charter Customers Share a Boatload of Fun!

Don Waugaman (2nd from right) & Crew toast a Kent Black (left) organized a 4-couple cruise
margarita to their fun-filled cruise aboard “SNAP’M!” aboard three of our motor yachts!
Their favorite spots- Boca Grande & Useppa! A great time was had by all!

Fort Myers International Airport Makes it Easy to Get Here!

The beautiful, new Southwest Florida International Airport (code RSW) is expanding all the time .
Airlines serving RSW include: American, Air Tran, Continental, Delta, JetBlue, Northwest,
Southwest, Spirit, US Airways, United, & more. For more information go to: www.flylcpa.com

Dear SWF Yachts,

I would like to commend you on your service and the fine shape in which I found
“Argo II.” The week was memorable and could not have been improved upon.

The reason I came back to your company was because the service which Mark had
given six years ago was gracious, friendly and efficient.

You have done a wonderful job, and if I can do anything to assist you in the next
25 years of wonderful business, I would be honored to do so. . .

Respectfully,
Rev. S. Scott
Charter, Island Packet 32







The Marinas of Southwest Florida
Are Helping Us Celebrate Our 25th Anniversary!

In addition to our own Anniversary Specials, many of the marinas in our area are offering
our customers a discount on dockage rates. Here is one example:

SANIBEL MARINA
Receive 15% Off Dockage Rates!

Located on Sanibel Island, Sanibel Marina is also the home of the
award-winning “Gramma Dot’s” restaurant. The Marina is also conveniently located
near the beautiful beaches of Sanibel as well as the world-class shops of Periwinkle Way.
If you love shells, Sanibel is known as the “shelling capitol of the world!” Don’t miss the
world famous Shell Museum on the island. Be sure to make a stop at Sanibel Marina part
of your cruising plans!
Join us soon and experience all that the islands and marinas of Southwest Florida have to offer!

Did you know that SFY has a special service to help our customers navigate their
cruise planning waters with ease? It’s our “Cruising Concierge” service!
Let us assist you with transportation, docking, dining, sightseeing arrangements, and
other special needs.
We can help put the "ease" back in cruising! We can . . .

-recommend airlines that serve our area.
-recommend car rental or airport limo service to meet your needs.
-recommend site-seeing trips ashore for the landlubbers in your crew.
-make docking and dining reservations.
-arrange a gift basket aboard for a special occasion.

Let us know how we can help make your vacation afloat a relaxing one!
Just give us a call! We hope to see you soon in beautiful Southwest Florida!


